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Open Forum Report
The Your Voice BME Residents Open Forum was held on Saturday 25th July. 
This was the first time that the Forum has been held online, this enabled some
people to attend who would not have been able to join us in person.

Thank you to those who did attend for a fruitful and interesting discussion.

Fred Ring (YREN Chair)  welcomed everyone to the Open Forum, and gave
mention to Yvie Holder for nurturing and supporting YREN for over two
decades. Fred wanted everyone to remember Rita Sanderson who helped
develop the organisation and turn it into the established organisation that it is
today, and we should carry on as Rita would have wanted.
Fred introduced Jane and Ruth who have been working for YREN since
January and thanked them for all their hard work and commitment to YREN.
 
Race hate crime
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The majority of the discussion centered around Race hate crime.
North Yorkshire Police reported that there had been an increase in reports of
race hate crime from the Chinese community.  The police representatives
stressed that all incidents need to be reported to them so that they are aware of
what is happening and can address the issues.
It was suggested that there needs to be more places where hate crime can be
reported.  Bianca Varti who works for York City Council will be organising a
Hate Crime forum meeting in August.
Attendees felt that some people feel that incidents are not worth reporting for
the following reasons: nothing will happen, fear of repercussions, definition of a
hate crime, where can it be reported, don’t want to involve the police.
More training for organisations and awareness raising for individuals is needed.
There was a long discussion around working in schools, following a race hate
incident carried out by children and recently experienced by an attendee.
YREN will look to incorporate these suggestions and work with North Yorkshire
Police on a variety of initiatives to get the anti-racism message across in
schools.

Priority work for YREN
The two main themes of work for YREN in the future should be: working with
the next generation; uniting with other equalities organisations to make York a
better place for all.
 

Friendship Project
Update

The poor August weather meant that
it was impractical to hold our

planned community picnic - after all
who likes a soggy sandwich?

The good news is that we will be re-
starting our Wednesday afternoon
sessions at St Aelreds Community
Centre, Fifth Avenue from 1pm -
3pm each week, starting on 9th

September.

YREN Annual General
Meeting

Saturday 7th November 2020
11am

YREN's AGM will be held at  St
Aelreds Community Centre,

Fifth Avenue and all members
of the organisation will be

invited to attend.  Members of
the public are also welcome to
join us, please advise the office
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We will be putting together an
exciting programme of activities for

all ages, and will be working with the
centre to keep everyone safe while
attending.  Look out for our emails

and facebook posts for what's
coming up, and we look forward to

seeing you there!
 

on 01904 642600 or on
info@yren.co.uk if you are

planning to attend, so that we
can keep track of the numbers

for distancing purposes.

We will work with the venue to
ensure that all participants will be
kept safe.  If if is not possible to

hold a physical meeting on this date,
the AGM will be held via Zoom

instead.

Funding News
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The community of York fundraise for YREN
Local resident Jordan Outerbridge completed a fundraising challenge, asking friends and
family to sponsor him and raised £1,050 for YREN.

LCNC (Langwith College Netball Club) recently joined forces with several other College
Sports Clubs at the University of York: Constantine Netball, Constantine Football,
Goodricke Football, Goodricke Netball, Hes East Rugby and Langwith Football to raise
money and raise awareness for BAME charities in York.
They set a challenge to each club to collectively walk, run or cycle 846km, and were
sponsored by friends and supporters to do so.
Georgia Holroyd of LCNC said “As a club, we will always promote diversity and inclusivity,
and with that, comes the responsibility to take a stand against the racism that the black
community faces every day. We’ve used our social media platform to share important
resources such as petitions to signs, films to watch, and books to read. We will be
continuing to provide educational resources on our social media platform for the rest of the
year in order to keep the conversation going.
We’re really proud of how we have all come together to help raise money for such an
important cause.”
The sports clubs raised £593.75 for YREN.

 

Vital York Step Change

YREN is delighted to have been
awarded £10,000 from the Vital York
Step Change Fund, provided by the
Joseph Rowntree Foundation and

administered by Two Ridings
Community Foundation.

This award will enable the charity to
continue to provide its much needed
service in York, including running the

successful Friendship Project, and
expanding the project into different

locations around the City.

 

Support YREN when you
shop at Amazon!

By going to smile.amazon.co.uk and
choosing YREN as your designated

charity, Amazon will donate a
percentage of your purchase total to

us each time you shop!

You only have to select your charity
once, then each time you shop YREN

will be eligible for the donation.

 

BAME Residents Healthwatch Survey  

Healthwatch York wants to ask York’s BAME residents:

Does the colour of your skin affect how you are treated when you use local health and
social care services?

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://smile.amazon.co.uk/
http://eepurl.com/34Nt1
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=03033f8aa459e3baff83c8564&id=e74eefc608
javascript:;


Healthwatch York (HWY) wants to work with Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME)
residents of York, to make sure they are listened to, and their experiences used to shape
local health and social care services.
We believe that everyone’s voice is equal and meaningful, and we feel we should work
closer with York’s BAME residents to make sure their experiences are heard and taken
seriously.
Healthwatch York works hard to talk to local residents, and to use what they say to make
positive change in health and social care services for local people.
We will write a report based on what you tell us. This will then be shared with people who
make decisions about local health and social care services, and the people who run those
services.
If you would like a paper copy of this survey, or if you would like to do this survey over the
phone, then please get in touch with Healthwatch York (contact details at bottom of
page).
If you are completing the survey on a hard copy, please return it to us using the freepost
address below. This means you don’t need to pay for a stamp:
Freepost RTEG-BLES-RRYJ, Healthwatch York, 15 Priory St, YO1 6ET

Take part in the survey here:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BAMEYork2020

 

Information from the Local Maternity System
The Humber Coast and Vale Community Health Partnership includes the City of

York.
They have this advice to share to pregnant women:

 

Our current advice, made on behalf of partners such as midwives and GPs is as
follows:

Women should seek advice as soon as possible if they have any concerns about
their health or that of their baby.

Please visit our website www.humbercoastandvalematernity.org.uk for more
information about the Local Maternity System, including the Maternity Voices

Partnerships, and resources about pregnancy, birth, postnatal issues and mental
health.

Current NHS advice is that pregnant women are advised to take daily Vitamin D
supplements - these are readily available and your midwife or pharmacist can advise

on the recommended doses.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BAMEYork2020
http://www.humbercoastandvalematernity.org.uk/
http://eepurl.com/34Nt1
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=03033f8aa459e3baff83c8564&id=e74eefc608
javascript:;


 

Keep up to date with YREN

website: https://yren.co.uk/

facebook: York Racial Equality
Network

twitter: @YorkRacial

Spotlight on...

each edition, we highlight the
services provided by a York
organisation

Who can join the library?

You are very welcome to become a member of Explore York Libraries. There are no age
limits – anyone from one day old to 120+ years old can join.

What are York Cards?

If you live or work within the York area you are
entitled to have a York Card, which means that your library card will also entitle you to

residents’ discounts at leisure facilities across York. There is a £6 charge for YorkCards for
adult residents or £10 for non-residents who work in the city.  More information is available
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on the York Cards page.  If you prefer you may choose to have a library card which is free
rather than the York Card.

Why should I join?

Anybody can come into the libraries without joining to find some information, ask a
question, read newspapers or find a comfortable space to read or study. If you join you can

also:

borrow fiction or information books, audiobooks or ebooks
use the library computers for free

reserve and renew items online using the library catalogue
use online resources such as the Oxford English Dictionary

How do I join?

Usually, you can pop into any of our libraries at any time and join in person,and you can
use our online joining form which gives you a record on our system for using our digital

services, then if you want to upgrade to a YorkCard contact us to make an appointment to
come in.

www.exploreyork.co.uk
01904 552 828

contact@exploreyork.org.uk
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